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‘Women continue
to be harassed in
modern society’

TUMKUR: That women enjoy
equa.hty as men in a modern
society is nothlng but a myth.
Even today, she is subjected to
harassment of different kinds.
Only if women are educated
and are aware of their rights
can they fight against exploita-
tion, said Rathi Rao, retired
deputy director of Central
Food Technology and Re-
search Institute (CFTRI),
Mysore.

She was speaking at a pro-
gramme organised on the sub-
ject, “An Interactive Pro-
gramme on Atrocities Against
Women,” organised by the
Women Development Study
Centre of Tumkur University
here on Monday.

Elaborating on the subject,
Rao said, as soon as the system
of Ppaternal family came into
existence, the system paved
way to male dominance over
women. And thus began atroc-
ities against women in some
kind or the other.

Injustice met in the name of
equality for women was a
greater form of crime against
women. Looking down upon
them was even greater sin that
practicing casteism. The very
practice of paternal form of

family system mooted such
crimes against women, she
added.

Mental abuse
Speaking on the occasion, Dis-
trict Medical Officer, Bangalore
City, Dr Rajani said, women not
only faced physical abuse, but
also mental abuse. Mental tor-
ture, looking them down, blam-
ing them, deceiving her of her
due credit, hiring her for mea-
gre salaries, etc, are a few other
forms of harassment _she
added.

Aurxtiste Pra.kash Urs, speak—
ing on the topic, “Women and
Media,” said that media played
an prominent role in influenc-
ing society. If women are por-
trayed negatively, it will leave a
negative impression and send
a wrong message to society, he
explained.

Co-ordinator K S Girija de-
livered the key-note address.
Vice-Chanc¢ellor of Tumkur
University Prof A H Rajasab
presided over the programme.
Advocate Purushottam., Dr
Shoba from the Physical Ed_u—
cation department and several
others were present on the oc-
casion.

DH News Service

Former deputy dlrechor of CFTRI, Mysore, Prof Rathi Rao

speaks at a symposium organlsed on atrocities against
women at Tumkur University on Tuesday. Artiste Prakash

Urs, Prof A H Rajesab is also seen. bpH PHOTO
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